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“Crowded Hour’”’
Shows Much Skill

By Heywood Broun

“The Crowded Hour' has most of the,

faults of the war plays, bat it has more
virtues; It benefits, for instance, from

the fine performance of Miss Jane Cowl,

This is probably a better performanee |

than any other war play the scason has
ehown us, uriless it iz the 0Old Bill of
Charles Coburn in “The Better 'Ole,”
which Is in quite a different vein,

Miss Cowl has
firat night, during which she was under

improved sinedé. her
an unusual strain. She keeps the part
more clocely in hand during the exciting
scene at the

telephone gwitehboard

when she saves a French division, Per-
haps the best work which she does
eomes in the finul act. This is not a

very convincing pitce of writing, or

At any rate it i3 a scence which presents
great difficulties, coming as it does on
the heels
evening. insges to hold i
ap. Although & hitd

ful plays and wept enouch to fill the

oft the ecrowded apt of the

Miss Cowl

she muny teir-

Hippodrome tank iu hor short

stage
career, she actually can muke grief ap-
pealing. Tut
quietest moments

1 15
that

in some of her

she does her
best work, She Iistens extremely well,
this

limited numbur

known only
The

reading of the evenlng occurs in a bit

is un art to o

and

of playoers. hest

which Miss Cowl translates for some

one elgse on tne Une of the
French characters, an ol
says something about Hher
who have been killed
Miss Cowl repeats the remark for an
American characier. She all
temptation to dress up tho words into
any elocutional appeal. She does
even attempt to echo the emotion of
the mother, but repeats the little bit so
simply that the same passage of the
play scores Lwice,

We would not contend for a moment
that Miss Jane Cowl ia an actress who
makes no mistakes in her efforts to con-
vey emotional crises, but we can think
of no other young American actress
who can do quite as many thinga and
de them aus well

stage,

randmothoer,

g # osOfA
in the war and

T3l

ot

Just about the most skilfnl playright-

ing in "The Crowded Ilour” is the use

of French snatchea. The characters are

not nearly as courteous ss those in
“Three Faces Fast.” As wo remember
that exciting spy play, the Germans

pever speak their own lanpusge. even to
each other, without imrmediately trans
lating it into English. Althodgh the
¥rench folk of “I'he Crowded Hour™ are
not as accomtuoduting, they
effective.
are ullowed to stand without transla-
tion. Little or nothing is lost, because
in every case the situation gives the
clew to the peneral drift of fow
sentences, and moreover the eloquence
of Mme. Michellette Burani must reaci
even those who huve'not a8 jaomais tu
their names.

Still another factor enters in,
that is the element of excitement. When
action is progressing rapidly in a play
the spoken word matters v 1ittle
At least it thut it
gnould be heard exactly, and it never ix
When pace is fast enough an audience
skips through the dialogue, mentally
retaining only just what it needs. That
need 13 often no more than the tone of
a voloe,

BI'® more

Liie

i4 not

important

and we will waper that a great

muany people swill thvill "6 the ‘speecl

Most of the French speeches |

|nt' the old Trench woman in "'[‘heJ
Crowded Hour,” even if they do not
understand a word she snys. |
The authors have been earefu] to
translate only the important specches
and in each ense they have arranged
the situation so that the translation
all seem to be made solely for the

bepetit of some one on the stage, and
not for the andience at all,

“The Crowded Hour” has its moments
of fulse sentiment, but seme of it ‘mo-
ments are real, and even if its story is
not always eloquent it is generally in-
Lelligent, and that is more than can be
suid for most of the war plays,

We mean intelligent in a dramatic
sense.  Not all ifs military implications
are ¢orrect, Neither telephone girl, for
instanee, ever sulutes any superior of-
ficer, while' tho
th

Frotceh lluison
have #lnie
powers a8 o Marshal of France, We
wlso wondered just what sort of pro-
Orme Caldara had boen ens
ring at frant
with hizs uniform full
hales and wips, He seemed
like a man who huad been
Satilton MIHSS

young

officer’ spems wide

e

the He eame out

the

trerches

of =mall
much more
to u S iftrre
veteranl of the

Meetng
thitn % trenchos.

Ay who 18
shouting

npt

player vast to @ct a
seone with Georges Flateay is

the

{0 logp

gtene,  This young
French actor has such a4 sure command
of Enplish thnt when he iz eallad upon
play at top fnd
fiedr top volee lie never loses anything
of eoherence,

1o dpoed somewhare

“Please nccept my sincerest thanks
- . L)
for your kindly appreciation of iy ‘sel

tor *“The Pringe Murries the Pape’
at the Provineetown Players. If 3':\11
had mot liked it I should have heen

gutte: content to hide behind {he typo-
graphieal error in my name, but since
you praige it, T ask you: How can 1
dchieve fame when the programme
prints me 0. M. Sox; The New York
Tribune, ¢. M. Cox, and all the while I
am really, yours very truly, €. M.
Sax "

We suppose it 14 too late to sugrest

ta Mr, Knoblock the possibility of
“"Totieat! Tomeat!™” as a title for his
play.

Vaudeville

PALACE - Bert Williams, making |

| STANDARD

three-week excursion into vaudeville,
will gpend the first woek at the Pal-
fee. Lieutenant Gitzs-HRice, the Ca-
nadian goldier whose own songs and
stories were a featore of “Getting |
Together," mukes this  ljs
hirst stopping place on a brief vande-
ville tour, Adelaide apd Hughes ve.
main for a third week. Otlier at
tractive features are the Watson Sis-
ters, Mrs. Gene Hughes in a gketeh
Ly Edgar Allen Woalf and Mirano
Brothers. .
IVERSIDE in
headliner, Corbett and
James Wilsen, blackface comedian,
will- make their first New York ap
penrance together., Nan Halperin re-
muine another week. Emma Haig
ind Lou Lickett, Emily Francis Hoop-
er and Klein Brothers are
the hill.

JOLONIAL - Lucille Cavananph {a this
week's chief attraction. On the sup-
porting  bill are Laurie und
Alloen Bropnson en- |

also

Lillian: Rugsell
James J.

also an

-
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Shakespeare’s Playhouse to!
'Give Matinee of “Macheth”
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Novelty Introduced
Into““Good Luck, Sam”

When stepped

from her box to the stage of the Lex-

Geraldine  Farrar

ington  Theatre during the opening

:]'mr!':_srm.'uu:n- of "Good Lugk, Sam,” on
8 Rose,” she sturted something—to
use the vernacular of the boys from
Camp Merritt,

wherein the

the court martial secene

prisoner ahout to be tried “wouldn't
mind being trieqd of he could once
hear Geraldine Farrar sing.” The in-

cident came imprompton and was a
romplote surprise to the “actors™ and
the nudience, but it went over so big
the soldiers have deeided to kdep it in
| the programme. However, instead of
Miss Parrsr oontinuing in the pro-
gramme at encl performance a ditfer-
ent will be drafted from the
audicnee to grant the wish of the
Miss Natalie Alt i the most
ript to. oblige.

Arthur Hopkins Has
Woolcott Play

Arthur Mopkins

artist

prisoner,

recent ¢on

has just accepted,;

singly, and several other well known Tha gl R by eable, @ play coneerning which he
nets, he Shukespeare  Playhouse an- knows nothing more than that the
T 1eed Lhie finnl pnerlormnnee " ol . o T
ATAPAT B RA—Bessto | DlisHes Sn ey I‘IIIIII"”;!_:_ Live r.|..|,hi.lalrlr-;11||I|I,||I!I-.Inl \’k‘n! .-nllt!'fm‘ af it 98 I\..T-l_-r.,;;t- A]‘i‘-ﬁlml;'-t
HaTioe Tav o Tt et A Ra A et Al A [ Woolleott, former dramatic eritic of
teaction: for o secomdl weel:  Heney S BRG] 02 .:-“."i” F‘Ii figrmoon “Phe New York Times,” that it is now
- Hilbry (e 1, Tes matinens ot the P ::n-.l.iin [!I'I-":I'.J‘r', r‘u ing wiritt in ,E..H..mm"' ‘nlul bhat its
Ve e S S e |\.II'.-|J'I\I'." I“..-- T”'.“Ir ”'-. I.IL o'elbiek, b Without End.” :
Mtry TTawing on 5 1 Had “De.. | Mralter hampden, i Vnebet ™ will mergeant Woolleott 3 boen, sinee
* hind the Front' and the Harleguin T'_T"F"'Hlfi'l_ for 1Iur-rn- ahrdietnd |||:-._ Junuary of this veur, the reportor gt
Trio pre g fow ¢f the numbers on 'h.ll1,”II,I'“'I.I.,"'”T"”“V- Pocombic RS bothe front for the drmy newspiper,
$ el b - aelock.: Tt 114 ”l""_.‘!]li..,'IH"l ]JJ|'|-'.r “Tha Stiars and St ripes In the night
o Mre Hampden's  Tlam) in his! hefore the armisties was signed  ho
ROYAL —Eddie Leonnrd playe noroturn Shakespeare Playhousp nroductions, | sent & posteard ta Mr Hopking suving
engnEement by reguost Charles i he will be ported by woreninrk- | thit Holiwas beginning the play under
CChiey Sale, Impersandlnr of ruresd ahle. cast. Gilda Vaessi, Mo, the last raid of the war, and ﬂmt e
types, will preser fhe Rurdl Sun- jeska’s pratéss  conshed i all tier | would send it on' to he read as soon
day Schonl Be rolus, will play Lady Machoth, Albert) as it was finished, Mr. Hopkins's cable
on. the bil are Jehnny Doaloy and Bruning will have the rile of Macduffs  of seceptanes loft tmmedintoly for
Yvotte Rugel, Stafl Stayley, Harn . Hurry lrvine the Banguo, Genrge [rinee, and he hopes to have the ;nrmu-
Onuki, Jupaness @ donnai the Guyl the Maleslm and Charles Wobster seript in time to present §Loearly next
Gurdiner Trioe Molen  Edgar  and sepEan y
Babe, the Century Four gnd MHaze] | =

Muoran,

LOEW'S AMERICAN — Harris andl
Morey, in mow sonsrs and pranaloFue, |
and  UMendow  Bronk Lane” with
Greorpge Wit r, hy Bdgar Allen

Woolf are the vaudewille features the
he .\T.‘ll-\"] Nox-
miand in “Mickey™ 18 the picture foat-
ure, The second n Oriental |
Girls™ hend deville bill, |
and the pleture featirs is “Danper, |
Go Slow,” with Mae M

—_—— .

early part of

awill

One-Week Houses

“The Matinea

hatean,

Hero," with
ek
Vanderhilt

Lieo T
from ils
Threatre.

comies here o

at the

run

SHUBERT-RIVIERA Murjorie Ram-
beau in “Where Poppies Rloam! is=

this week's offe
LOEW'S: SEVENTH AVENUR This
weerk's attraction is Mark Swvin's

farce; “She Walked in Iler Sleep.

BRONX OPERA HOUSH YPhe Wan-
derer, the mpeetacular Riblical nlay,
will be geon hore
Brooklyn
MONTAUR - ATu? opuny the woeoks
engagement of thp o Cpera
Company, The Hlboon ehange nf
bill at each porform Some of |
the well known siffsors in the com
pany arn Jeatne  Gordon, Serge
Zance, Greek Pvans and Alfrody s
Valenti. C CT .
MAJESTIC—Mr. and Mrs Sldnoy Drow F}nd grson
witl] ]

v bevsonniiy, o M Eeep

I
Her Smihing"

e Calim Camilla

].‘drm-iny night, and sang “Mighty Lak |

| the

Her appearance was the outcome of

“When a Feller Needs
a Friend” at the New
Amsterdam To-night

The Stage Woman's War Relief will
launch a drive in aid of the Allied War

Orphans by presenting at the New Am- |

sterdam Theatre to-night the comedy
melodrama, “When a IPeller Needs a
Friend,” by Hurvey O'Hipging and Har-
riet Ford, The authors have donated
play, Maossrs, & Erlanger
have donated the
Broadhurst Tus the seenery.

Claire Bripes, cartoonist, who
ariginated the title of the play, will
sketch between the ncts, The procedds
will go toward publishing the play,
with pietures of the cast and full stage
instructions, distribution among
amateur dramatic soecieties throughout

Klaw

given
the

for

the ecountry, who will pledge them-
selves to present it in their commu-
nities for the Allicd War ‘Orphans’
Tund,

That the little wairs of the war maw
be given some of necessities of
life in the long hard winter of North-
ern France that i upon them, a group
of famous actors and metresses and a
famous director have volunteered their

tha

| services for this performance,

The brilliant esst,
the direction of
cludes Viola
Floring Arn
Corrigan, Robert Fdeson, She
[ P L
Revelle; o
ner

assembled under
Arthur Hopkins, in-
Muelyn' Arbuckle,
teccher, immptt
Hewy Hull,
y Tim Murphy, Duamilton
Walker, H. B. War
Holen, Wes ;
Wilson s apnrovod
Prominent members of the O
as well us Govornor Whitm
gt Attorney Swann,
their personal rsoment to
pesling and worthy cffort, and there
18 no/ possibility of profit for any ono
except the of destitute
phuns left in the wake of the war.

Allun,
Id, Junet

il

Progident
plan,
'

a4 B

nre

3 np

thouzands or-

— g

Laude Comiﬁ;fo
Lexington for a Week

When  Harry  TLnuder hegina  his
worli's tour at the Lexington Theatre

e Monday evening, Decomber 9, ha
will introduce o quota of New =songes,
He has spent all af His time enter-

taining the men at the battle fronts
sitice he last
compositions

ipeared here; and his new
rafleet o certain de-
grea: the spirit which he encountersd.

Lauder nnd his tlnnany are to be at
the Lexington T for only eane
week, after which ' will play short
engagements in Brooklyn and Newark

H

ure

|'before stavting on their extendod tour,

e

Yvette Galbert to Lecture
At Neighborhood Playhouse

On Tuesday evening, 'Decomber 3,
I:\[mr'. Yyvette Gilhert will leeturs on
"The Art of Interpretation” at the

borhood Playhouse, To-night the

third
of Talérnacles

he

performance
will

the Testival

given with
Chorus, the TFestival
the Neighborhood Play-
The music has heen arranged by
George Barrere,

the Fes
Danecers

al

ﬂ]:[l

BT,

For Two Meeks More

Heenusge of the unuy Ny Hesvy te-
mund t b Wi et
in “The Auctioneer,” he has been foroed
to extond his engurement at the Muan
hattan Opoern House for an gdidition
o . bring

for-2cats to =cp

run, there to
ay night, Decomboer 14

Wi

i the

uwn end Satir

Free V:::d::;ill?

Community

For Enlisted Men

For the free Sunday matince vaude-
ville given by tha New York Camp
the Manhat-

Service. at

tan Opera House, Thirty-fourth reat,
hetween Ei and { ave-
nues, the following will appear: Alice
Brady, Jack Ha: d, Doygle and Dixon,
Princess White De De Haven and
Nice, William J. Rei ly of the lnited
States Navy, Mr. and Mrs. Fowler,
Clifton  Crawfard and Sam  Bernared
Curtain will he at 2 piomy Al men

inouniform willl by admitted fyee,

atre and George |

Miss Kumme

r Throws

The Rule Book Overboard

By Ralph Block

If T Believed very firmly in the Pinero
version of the Sardou sort of thing
which, God help me, I don't—I would
never set foot inaide of a theatre that
had Clare Kummer on the boards, 1
would make that resolve and stick {o
it firmly,
eaptain of my sounl there'd be no other

way to do, because Clare Kummoer shat-

ters everything Sardou taught, every- |

thing Pinero does, nnd then retires in

the wvapguo distance waving a blithe-

vome hand at you.

If you had spentall your dramatic lifo

cramming on finished technigue, and |

had grown up in the ides that a play
wasn't a play unless people walked off
to let other people come on, and thut
' stage has an absolute number of
entranees ‘and that climases

the

exits and
cun always be timed perfectly in
next to the last aet—in short gll the
things they teach in Freytag and af

Columbia, it would be a tr

eXNEri-
ence to diecover somebody who ecould
make a fuseinating, delightiul and se
ductive play without doitig any of these
“Be Calm, Camilla

the eurrent version of Clare Kummer,

things.

hioh s

that kind of a play.

10 day, of course, it was hound to
huppen that somebody would write a
play withont observing any of the rules
Lt nway with it. Clare Kumn
already done it zeveral times, but
v onie has doubts sbout the suc
tess of * without rules
a method, the play at the Booth eught
0 remove them.

It becomes clear on seeing the latest
Kummer play theat drama is not; after
all, only the things most of the michty
said it wne. Por wyes
was much as his life was worth for a

ir llt he

I

wiitir the

3 anil

years it

sim and unaceustomed plavegoer to
objeet to the current drama on the
ground that people didn't do things
that way. The critics made it plain

that lifa was one th
wias something else.

ng and the stage

A man might walk
into a room any time he pleased in resil
life, but it wasn't a thing thdt could
he done on the stage. [t had
planned. The dramatist was
luying for somebody to come an
stage, 3o to #peak, and perfect
ambuscade of words, phrases and epi-
sodes ready to grect him,

The sin of Clare Kummer i5 that she
doesn't do any of thiz at all. All the
opportiumnit mester
fif¥shed carpentry, of stage joinery, all
the chanees to flush in ten volumes as
the most

to be
always

the

had

s to shine as a of

tehied

technician of the

American stage; huve been flipped over-

board into the wide sea of time hy the
careless Misz Kummer, without sa much
#3 a sigh or a regret to mourn the

- |
If 1 meant to go on being

things ghe daes. S
I[}_--"r pla
showr
P

his

B 18 i

seon

ngthing so direct i

styvle @8 the vy for | 10X
woultl demand, b writing e
fi1l] 'of tha k3 L M=
version which vid-
mg it tup and t t
Her plays for it
| as the summer el ol &8 1 i
aseasily cavght by he winds, Y
i up #nd do I 1w |

| thing th
chundize

nhout

The point
anything o et
found about

her,

the pr
aware of lau
ta

blunt

Dunsany and

, alker to Meet
Wal!

letter from

| he: will

Janun

passing.  Tut it would be a mistake to has m e
declare that there is no bravura in the g L
hummer methodless method, It iy dif- | Mountaing” “King Ar A
ficult to find, being subtle, and the Unknowy W ; | n
more lextraordinary when found be- Doom,
cause it ik so entively, in time and| Teish I \
color with the very spirit which per- any of ; r
viedes all the Kummer plays . H

ed, to properly charactervize this il 1

Dickinson of the Brosdway The- 1 4a
alre, you ean't avoid {(a} ahout the Ar 3
distilled @ nee which gives life to the

L]
New Plays This Week
MONDAY—At the 30th Street Theatre, John D Willicms n ny H

will present a new nlay in four By I by Jess

Porter. The j vas presentod i rid b

J, H. Barnes, wha played the le it

will also be ene of the leading play L n A

Rankin enacts the leading réle of Betty., Oth in the enst are Alison

Skipworth, Charles A, Stevenson, Malecolm Mortimer. Maul Andrews

and Marguerite Leonard.

At the French Théitre du Vi
will be given.
Doren will be Rebecea, Louis J

Mme

Helseth,

Charles Dullin will

Remain Bouguet will be seen s8s Mort

eux Colombier 1

piay Johnnne

ouvet will be

ensgaurd, and Su Bing B3




